
Foundations of Virtual Instruction (Coursera) 

Peer Assessment 

For this assignment, you will convert a lesson you would use in your face-to-face classroom 
teaching to an online lesson setting.  This will give you an opportunity to practice what you 
have learned so far, and choose some synchronous and/or asynchronous instructional 
tools.  You will also view and evaluate some of your classmates’ work. As you are working 
through the assignment, keep in mind you are not expected to be an expert virtual teacher 
yet. 

The first thing you'll need to do is choose a lesson from the subject area you teach, or are 
interested in teaching. If you haven’t taught before (or even if you have), feel free to get 
some ideas or use some lesson plans from online resources like Scholastic, DiscoveryEd,  or 
another source. Keep in mind, you will not be required to create or design novel materials 
for this assignment. 
 
Once you've chosen a subject area and grade level, identify the specific objective(s) you 
would like the students to achieve. Good objectives state what the student will be able to 
do after the lesson and are measurable via an assessment.  
 
After you have identified the objectives, begin brainstorming activities and virtual 
components you'll incorporate (again, you won't have to actually create those activities for 
this assignment). The instructions below will outline the lesson in more detail. Have fun and 
be creative!  
 
Instructions 
 
Format: Please follow the format below. You can either paste the text in the space provided 
below or attach a file. Word files (.doc and .docx) will not be accepted and  should be 
converted to PDF files for uploading.  Other files accepted by Coursera are: .txt, .csv., .html, 
.htm, .css, .pdf, .jpeg, .jpg, .png, and gif.  
 
Your write up should include the following:  
 

1. Lesson title, subject and grade level:  
Include a title, subject matter, and target grade level. (3 points)        
 

2. Objective(s):  
The objectives state what the students will learn or be able to do once the lesson has 
been completed. If you are accustomed to posting standards with your lessons, you 
may, but this is not required. There is no minimum number of objectives, however 
we recommend 2-4. (3 points)     
 

3. Overview: 
The lesson overview is a brief paragraph that provides a glimpse of what the lesson 
will be like.  

a. It explains what the student and teacher will do.   
b. It provides context or previous knowledge the student has.  

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-plans-index
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/free-lesson-plans/index.cfm


c. It identifies whether the lesson is fully virtual or blended (and explains why 
the choice was made)  

d. It identifies the resources and/or materials needed for the lesson.  (4 
points)      
 

4. Virtual Components and Lesson activities:  
This may include synchronous and/or asynchronous activities and tools.  Specify 
what the activities will include and how they will be delivered (e.g.  discussion 
forums, live synchronous sessions, or any of the other online tools we have explored 
or that you are familiar with. Include brief summaries of each activity. Include at 
least two virtual components. (7 points)  
 

5. Method of evaluation:  
How will you know if the students mastered the objective(s) or learned what you 
intended? How do you know the students are doing their own work? How do you 
know the students are working to master the material? (3 points)    

Resources: You are not required to create or find all the resources you need for your 
lesson.  It is acceptable to refer to a textbook, instructional video, quiz, etc. that does not 
exist. You do not have to find or create all the resources, but please describe the resources 
as they would exist.  If you would like to challenge yourself, and have some fun, please feel 
free to include actual links and resources that you would use.  

Grading: Your assignment will be peer reviewed by three of your classmates, and you 
will review the work of three others. To receive full credit for this assignment you must 
evaluate the lessons of three of your peers.  A grading rubric is included to guide you in 
your peer reviews.  Keep in mind that other people will be grading your lesson, so grade 
their lesson as fairly as you would want yours graded. The peer assessment period will begin 
on Monday, October 21 at 8 am. The deadline for assessing three lessons is Thursday, 
October 31 at 11:55 pm.(UTC) 
 
Other: There is no word or page minimum.  
 
Lesson Deadline: The submission deadline for the lesson has been extended to October 21 
at 11:55 pm (UTC). 
 


